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ANNUAL  REPORT 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Wath,  Yorks.,  N.R. 

Due  to  the  death  of  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  after  an 
unduly  short  retirement,  it  falls  to  my  lot  to  prepare  and  present 
the  report  for  1954,  the  last  of  many  years  during  which  Dr. 
Carter  Mitchell  held  office. 

A  rural  district  with  a  small,  scattered  population  with  a 
density  of  some  0.2  persons  to  the  acre,  presents  many  difficult 
problems.  A  piped  supply  of  wholesome  water  is,  however,  pro¬ 
vided  in  all  parishes,  and  a  start  has  been  made  in  tackling  the 
problem  of  sewage  disposal.  The  authority  is  a  progressive  one 
in  the  provision  of  Council  houses,  and  is  making  an  earnest 
attempt  to  eradicate  the  rural  slum.  It  is  only  by  providing 
the  rural  worker  with  a  standard  of  life  comparable  with  that 
attained  in  industries  and  the  towns,  that  agriculture  can  hold 
its  own  as  an  attractive  means  of  livelihood. 

The  small  number  forming  the  basis  of  the  statistical  tables 
make  the  various  rates  calculated  somewhat  fallacious,  but  never¬ 
theless  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  those  statistics  relating  to  the 
healthiness  of  the  area  show  without  exception  a  more  favourable 
picture  than  do  those  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  GRAY,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

STATISTICS. 


Registrar-Generahs  estimate  of  population  (Mid- 1954)  3500 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17007 

Number  of  Parishes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  620 

Rateable  Value  (at  1st  April,  1954)  ...  ...  ...  21,5 14 

Estimated  product  of  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...•  £94/5/- 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1954. 


Live  Births — 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

•  •••  ••• 

...  66 

33 

33 

Illegitimate 

•••  •••  ••• 

O 

•  •  •  o 

2 

1 

Total 

...  69 

35 

34 

3 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  :  19.71. 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  :  24.64. 

Comparability  Factor  :  1.25, 


Still  Births — 

Nil. 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  0.00. 


Deaths — 

Total 

Male 

Female 

All  causes 

16 

10 

6 

Crude  Death  Rate  per 

1,000  population 

4.57 

Adjusted  Death  Rate 

•••  ••• 

6-30 

Comparability  Factor 

•••  •#« 

1.38. 

Maternal  Mortality — 

Rate  per  1,000. 

Deaths  Total  Births 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

•••  ••• 

0 

0 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

•  ••  •••  «•« 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Infantile  Mortality — 

T  otal 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

•  • «  •  ft  •  1 

1 

0 

Illegitimate  ... 

•  •  •  •  ft  ft 

0 

0 

Total,..  1 

1 

0 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age- — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births...  ...  ...  ...  14.49 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  ...  15.15 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  ...  0.00 

NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births — 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  of  24.64  compares  with  tlie  rate  of  15.2 
for  the  whole  country. 

Deaths — 

The  adjusted  death  rate  of  6. ‘10  is  lower  than  the  rate  for  the 
previous  year,  and  compares  with  a  rate  of  11.3  for  the  whole 
country. 

Natural  Increase  of  Population— 

The  number  of  births  exceeded  the  number  of  deaths  by  53. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1954. 


Registrar  General’s  Return. 


Diseases 

1.  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

4.  Diphtheria  . 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasms,  Stomach 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasms,  Lung,  Bronchus  1 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasms,  Breast 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ... 

14.  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  1 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  3 

18.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ...  1 

20.  Other  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  1 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Disease 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

30.  Pregnancy  Childbirth  and  Abortion  ... 

31.  Congenital  Malformation  ...  ...  1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ...  ...  1 

34.  All  other  accidents  ...  ...  ...  1 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  ... 


F  T  otal 


1 


2  3 


3 

1  1 

1 

1  2 


1  1 


1 

1 

1  2 


Totals  ...  10  6  16 
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Infectious  Diseases — 

Notification  received  during  the  year  numbered  4. 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Acute  Pneumonia  ...  ■ —  ...  ...  2 

Tuberculosis  (non-respiratory)  ...  ...  1 

These  numbers  are  incredibly  low,  and  one  wonders  whether 
the  numbers  notified  bears  a  true  relationship  to  those  actually 
occurrmg.  Notification  is  a  Statutory  obligation,  and  is  still  of 
importance,  since  proper  investigation  of  each  case  may  reveal 
the  source  of  infection  and  so  prevent  further  cases. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

OF  THE  AREA. 

Laboratory  Facilities.  The  Laboratory  at  Harrogate 
under  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  carries  out  any 
bacteriological  investigation  of  milk,  water,  ice  cream,  etc. 

Ambulance.  The  district  is  served  by  the  Thirsk  Ambulance 
Depot.  (Tel.  Thirsk  22:14). 

District  Nurses  are  responsible  in  their  respective  areas  for 
Midwifer}^  Home  Nursing,  Health  Visiting  and  School  Hygiene. 

Nurse  Addison,  Walton  House,  Wath.  Tel.  Melmerby  45. 

Wath,  Melmerby,  Vliddleton  Quernhow,  Hutton  Conyers,  Norton 
Conyers. 

Nurse  Dixon,  1,  Mowbray  House,  Carlton  Miniott.  Tel.  Thirsk  3296. 
Asenby,  Rainton,  Baldersby. 

Nurse  Metcalf,  20,  East  View,  Langthorpe.  Tel  Boro’dge  285. 
Marton-le-Moor,  Dishforth. 

Relief  Nurse  (part  time).  Nurse  Cox,  Laurel  Dene,  Wath. 
Telephone  Melmerby  69. 
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Domestic  Help  Service. 


A  scheme  operates  under  Section  29  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act.  Assistance  up  to  44  hours  in  any  week  can  be 
provided — priority  is  given  to  domiciliary  confinement.  Maximum 
charge  is  3/-  per  hour,  but  many  cases  pay  less  than  this,  the  cost 
being  based  on  income  and  family  expenses. 

Service  provided  from  the  Area  Health  Office,  Manor  Road, 
Easingwold.  (Tel.  324). 


Infant  Welfare  Centres  provided  by  the  Mobile  Clinic  at — 
Dishforth  R.A.F.  Camp  ...  Alternate  Mondays  at  2  p.m. 

Dishforth  Village  ...  4  weekly,  Monday  at  10.15. 

Wath  ...  4  weekly,  Tuesda}^  at  10.15. 


Care  of  Aged,  Welfare,  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and 
After-Care. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible  for  the  day-to-day 
administration  of  these  and  above  mentioned  services  by  virtue 
of  his  appointment  with  the  County  Council. 

The  District  Welfare  Officer  is  stationed  at  the  Area  Health 
Office  at  Easingwold,  and  co-operates  closely  with  myself  and 
the  other  agencies  concerned  with  welfare. 


Voluntary  Care  Committee — 

Meets  quarterly  in  Easingwold  and  provides  from  County 
funds  assistance  to  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  Free 
milk  is  provided  to  these  cases  nursed  at  home  on  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  Chest  Physician. 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Children  in  the  district  are  vaccinated  and  immunised  by 
the  family  Doctor  practising  in  the  area,  and  immunisation  is 
offered  both  at  the  Clinics  and  in  School.  Protection  against 
whooping  cough  is  now  usually  given  at  the  same  time  as  the 
diphtheria  immunisation,  and  so  far  as  the  records  show  appears 
to  be  reducing  the  incidence  of  this  disease. 
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Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector 

FOR  1954. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Wath  R.D.C. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  again  my  privilege  to  submit  to  the  Council  and  report 
on  the  work  carried  out  in  my  department  during  the  year  1954. 

As  was  forshadowed  in  my  last  annual  report  the  completion 
of  the  water  scheme  for  Baldersby  St.  James  and  Rainton  marked 
the  end  of  the  Council’s  major  schemes  of  water  supply,  and  I 
am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  all  centres  of  population 
within  the  area  are  now  provided  with  an  adequate  supply  of 
wholesome  water. 

In  Housing,  the  Council  decided,  most  commendably,  to 
change  their  policy  for  a  short  period,  and  to  devote  attention  to 
the  provision  of  bungalows  for  the  elderly. 

In  the  provision  of  the  other  essential  services  a  year  of  useful 
progress  can  be  recorded,  but  much  work  remains  to  be  done, 
particularly  in  the  field  of  sewage  disposal. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Council  for  their  help  and  consideration, 
and  at  times  patience,  in  dealing  with  the  many  and  varied  matters 
brought  before  them  during  the  year.  Similarly,  I  would  like  to 
express  my  appreciation  of  the  unfailing  help  I  have  received 
from  the  Clerk  to  the  Council  and  his  Staff. 

Lastly,  I  would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  work  of  the  late 
Dr.  T.  Carter  Mitchell,  for  whom  the  year  1954  was  the  last  com¬ 
plete  3'^ear  of  service  with  3mur  Council,  and  whose  wisdom  and 
sincerity  were  an  example  to  us  all.  I  count  it  both  a  privilege 
and  a  pleasure  to  have  worked  with  and  under  him. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  D.  HUNTER, 
Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Total  number  of  inspections  for  all  purposes  ...  ...  1493 

Number  of  inspections  for  nuisances  under  Public  Health  Act  37 

,,  nuisances  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

,,  informal  notices  served  for  nuisances  ...  11 

,,  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

,,  defective  houses  made  fit  as  a  result  of  informal 

action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

,,  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  notice  ...  1 

,,  Number  of  houses  closed  after  service  of  formal 

notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

,,  inspections  of  shops  and  food  premises  ...  23 

,,  inspections  of  factories  and  workshops  ...  25 

WATER  SUPPLY. 


A  piped  water  supply  is  now  available  to  all  villages  and 
hamlets  in  the  area.  These  supplies  are  generally  of  good  bac¬ 
teriological  quality,  and  the  quantities  of  water  available  are  such 
that  at  present  there  is  no  necessity  to  limit  consumption  even 
in  times  of  comparative  drought.  There  are,  however,  obvious 
difficulties  in  protecting  the  sources  of  supply  in  those  cases  where 
the  water  comes  from  springs  when  the  land  immediately  adjoining 
the  source  is  not  controlled  by  the  Council.  For  that  reason 
alone  it  would  seem  most  desirable  that  the  villages  of  Melmerby 
and  Baldersby,  and  subsequently  Hutton  Conyers  be  connected 
to  the  supply  from  the  new  pumping  station  at  Baldersby  St. 
James.  This  work  could  be  carried  out  at  comparatively  small 
cost  ana  should  be  done  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit.  Towards 
the  end  of  the  year  the  old  village  supply  to  Rainton  was  dis¬ 
connected  and  the  new  supply  from  I3aldersby  St.  James  was 
put  into  service,  thereby  eliminating  a  former  source  of  anxiety 
and  possible  danger. 


The  tabular  statements  given  below  relating  to  the  water 
supplies  in  the  area  are  self-explanatory  and  call  for  no  particular 
comment. 


9 


<D  4J 

0)  2 

E 

I — I  T-i 
;  rH  Jh 

'^-'  o 
'a  ^ 

PhTj 
3  C 
in  oj 


* 

'+^ 

e 

s 

O^ 


CD 

4J 

ct3 

<V 

X) 


•&> 

*  ^ 

§ 

o? 


t3 

o 

o 


o 


Ui 

mi 

CQ 

< 


CJ 

O 

t>0 


'ii 

o 


s' 

in 

> 

s 

« 

< 


(D 

ri  CD 
E  ct3  OD 

«-U-l  J_) 


PD 


hi  ct3 


P  in> 


pp 

CD 

0) 


DP 

O 


JD  Cp 

fP 

CD  Pi 

c/)  :3 

<1  (J  Q 


rP 

(/} 


JP 

(P 

CP 


o 

o 

u 

<u 

+-> 

cP 

K 


CO 

Vh 

•  rH 

DP 

H 


o 
*  ^ 
u 

4-> 

O  4J 

a 

fi< 

o 

’-P  bjo 

^  d 

C  tH 
d  Q, 
O  fH 

'P  G 

<:  pD 


CD 

P 

cP 

G 

CP 

1) 

< 


Pp 

O 

o 

O 


cfi 

'OjO 

d 

«  rH 

p 

Cd 

in 


M 

P 

V 

►P> 

d 

o 

O 

d  0 

SI 

d  ^ 


o 

TP 


0 

+-> 

cP 

d 

CP 

o 

TP 


TP 

O 

o 

O 


<D 

r*H 

O 

DP 

(D 

P 

O 

PQ 


p 

o 

o 


CD 


d  a; 

O  bJD 

(P  rP 


o 

• 

P 

P> 

O 

G 

W  d 


d 

cP 

r-^ 

Ph 


o 

'  ^ 
pj 
cP 


p  ^ 

cP  O 
bJD’-P 

d  2 

.  .  • >-i  G 

S  ^  p 

$  go 

d  d  DP 

<I  Pp  O 


(D 

+-> 

cP 

d 

CT 

0) 

TP 


Tp 

o 

o 

o 


cP 


t/5 

bO 

d 

• 

p 

Cd 

in 


o 
CP 

DP  H-l 
CO 

^  ui 
rS 


p 

ip 

a 

r-H 

0) 


^PQ 


CP 

CD 

d 

in 

<D 

+-> 

p 

> 


CD 

+-> 

P 

d 

CP 

CD 

Tp 


Tp 

O 

O 

o 


D 

r— H 

O 

DP 

O 

P 

o 

ffl 


o 

DP 

d 

p 

OJ 

d 

O? 

d 

o 

+-> 

2h 

Tp 

•  ?H 

<T 


m 

p 

CD 


K"> 

d 

o 

O 

d 

o 


hP 


p 

o 

o 

tp 

r 


CD 


O 


P 

P 


DP 

p 

<D 

6 

t-H 

a:> 

tt-H 


o 

DP 

d 

p 

<D 

d 

O'^ 

d 

o 

4-> 

CD 

r-H 

Tp 

Tp 

•  r— < 
kr-1 


Tp  OJ 
OJ  +J 

^  P 

^  d 


I— I  o 

CD 

CpTp 

d  d 

in  cP 


CD 

+-> 

p 

d 

C7 

(D 

Tp 

<1 


Tp 

O 

o 


O 


Tp 

d 

P 


CD 

O 

P 


o  b  d 

^in> 


■j: 

P 

•D 

►Pi 

d 

o 

O 

d 

o 

-p 

p 

o 


o 

+-> 

d 

p 

o 

CD 

P 

o 

U 

d 

o 

CD 


lO 

o 

•  ^ 

c3i 

5-1 

»— i 

4-i 

Tp 

•D  p- 

O  4J 

d 

El  25 

.2  0 

CD 

CD  ^ 

^  -g 

'-p  b/o 

>.o 

d  G 
d  'P 

d  CD 

CD  p 

O  d 

CD  C 

+j  d 

d  P 

d  d 

in  ^ 

fb 

CD 

-P 

P 

OD 

d 

CP 

o 

TP 

P 

d 

!— 1 

Adequat 

P 

Tp 

o 

o 

o 

o 

Od 

O 

S< 

in 

bJD 

p^.a 

'o 

DP 

CD 

la 

S  in 

P 

O 

CQ 

o 

bD 

p 

CD 

to 

»  rH 
> 

P 

> 

O 

+-> 

d 

Dd 

4-> 

•  1-^ 

P 

Oj 

pc; 

d 

o 

+j 

d 

DP 

+-» 

•  ^ 

Cj 

oj 

10 


Baldersby  St.  James  .  .  Baldersby  St.  James  Borehole  Good  Adequate  Automatic  Electric 

Rainton  Pumping  &  Chlor.’ng 

Plant  put  into 
Service  in  Oct.,  1954 


Bacteriological  Examinations — Number  Chemical  Analyses 

Name  of  Supply  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Number  Satisfactory  Number  Unsatisfactory 
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Totals 


TABLE  lit. 


Number  drawing  water 

Number  drawing  water 

Parish 

direct  fri 

om  mains. 

from  public  stand  taps. 

{a) 

(0 

(a) 

(b) 

Houses 

Estimated 

Population 

Houses 

Estimated 

Population 

Asenby 

42 

143 

3 

7 

Baldersby 

57 

194 

6 

20 

Cundall-with-Leckby 

28 

95 

— ■ 

— 

Dishforth 
(excluding  R.A.F. 
Station) 

87 

296 

7 

24 

Hutton  Conyers  ... 

21 

71 

4 

13 

Marton-le-Moor  . . . 

32 

109 

3 

10 

Melmerby 
(excluding  M.O.S. 
Depot) 

80 

262 

2 

6 

Middleton  Quernhow 

II 

37 

— ■ 

— 

Norton  Conyers  ... 

18 

61 

— 

— 

Raint  on-with-N  ewby 

66 

224 

12 

41 

Wath 

58 

184 

— 

— 

T  otals  . . . 

500 

1676 

37 

I2I 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

During  the  year  work  was  commenced  on  a  scheme  to  lay 
a  main  sewer  to  convey  the  sewage  from  the  village  of  Melmerby 
in  a  westerly  direction  to  join  with  the  sewer  from  Wath  and 
to  provide  a  new  sewage  treatment  works  on  the  banks  of  the 
Norton  Beck.  When  completed  this  will  replace  the  land  treat¬ 
ment  works  at  Wath  and  the  settlement  tank  treatment  at 
Melmerby,  both  of  which  are  most  unsatisfactory.  In  all  the 
other  villages  in  the  area  the  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of 
sewage  is  similarly  unsatisfactory.  The  Council’s  Consulting 
Engineers  have  prepared  outline  schemes  for  the  provision  of 
sewage  works  in  these  villages  and  for  the  replacement  of  defective 
sewers  where  this  is  necessary,  and  the  Council  have  approved 
these.  A  list  of  priorities  has  been  established  for  these  and  is 
given  below. 


1.  r  (a)  Baldersby. 
^{b)  Rainton. 

2.  Asenby. 

3.  Dishforth. 


4.  Marton-le-Moor. 

5.  r  {a)  Hutton  Conyers. 

^  (b)  Middleton  Quernhow. 

6.  Cundall. 
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It  must  be  emphasized  that  the  improvement  in  the  standard 
of  amenities  provided  in  both  new  and  existing  properties  is  such 
that  the  old  and  inadequate  sewage  treatment  works  are  being 
overloaded  to  an  excessive  degree  and  increasing  pollution  to 
watercourses  is  inevitable  unless  these  schemes  are  proceeded 
with  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

During  1954  new  sewers  were  laid  as  part  of  the  Wath  and 
Melmerby  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme,  but  these  were  not  put  into 
commission  during  the  year.  The  scheme  involved  the  laying 
of  approximately  1,200  yards  of  9”  sewer,  200  yards  of  12”  sewer 
and  5  yards  of  15”  sewer.  All  this  work  was  completed  in  1954, 
but  work  on  the  associated  sewage  disposal  works  was  still  in 
hand  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


HOUSING. 

At  31st  December,  1954,  the  Council  had  completed  a  total 
of  76  post-war  dwellings.  Together  with  18  houses  built  between 
the  two  wars  this  gives  a  total  of  94  Council  houses.  The  table 
given  below  shows  the  distribution  of  these  dwellings  in  the  re¬ 
spective  parishes  of  the  area. 


Asenby 

8 

(Including  2  houses  sold  to  sitting 
tenants) . 

Baldersby 

6 

Cundall 

4 

Dishforth 

22 

Hutton  Conyers 

4 

Marton-le-Moor  ... 

10 

(Including  2  bungalow  dwellings  for 
the  elderly). 

Melmerby 

24 

Rainton 

10 

Wath 

6 

94 

For  the  coming  year  it  is  intended  to  build  4  houses  at  Wath, 
and  then  to  concentrate  the  remainder  of  the  year’s  activity  on 
the  building  of  bungalows  for  the  elderly.  When  these  are  com¬ 
pleted  it  is  hoped  to  achieve,  inter  alia,  a  more  suitable  and  fuller 
use  of  existing  accommodation  by  the  transfer  to  bungalows  of 
those  families  who  are  no  longer  fully  occupying  three  bedroomed 
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Council  houses.  It  is  not,  at  this  stage,  felt  desirable  to  require 
tenants  to  transfer  against  their  will,  but  it  is  not  anticipated 
that  there  will  be  any  reluctance  to  change  in  many  cases,  as  the 
type  of  bungalow  the  Council  intend  to  provide  offers  very  satis¬ 
factory  facilities  at  a  reduced  rent. 

To  date  all  the  dwellings  provided  by  the  Council  have  been 
of  traditional  brick  construction  and  no  houses  in  the  new  tradition 
have  been  built.  This  is  largely  because  it  is  not  possible  easily 
to  adapt  mass  methods  to  sites  where  the  number  of  dwellings 
provided  may  vary  from  two  to  six. 

During  the  year  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  was  completed 
and  the  final  figures  show  89  houses  as  unfit.  Details  of  the 
survey  are  as  under  : — 


Totals  in  Category 


Parish  Total  Houses  Surveyed 

1 

2 

3 

5 

Asenby 

46 

12 

11 

16 

7 

Baldersby 

73 

20 

11 

oo 

oo 

9 

Cundall 

33 

6 

16 

7 

4 

Dishforth 

82 

20 

24 

28 

10 

Hutton  C Olivers 

46 

15 

7 

20 

4 

Marton-le-Moor 

36 

r- 

i 

3 

18 

8 

Melmerby 

81 

38 

13 

19 

11 

Middleton  Quernhow 

24 

4 

rf 

/ 

2 

11 

Norton  Conyers 

16 

4 

4 

8 

— 

Rainton 

85 

11 

16 

35 

23 

Wath 

58 

18 

15 

23 

2 

T otals 

580 

155 

127 

209 

89 

Key  to  Categories  — 

1.  Satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

2.  Minor  defects. 

3.  Repairs  or  structural  alterations. 

5.  Unfit. 

During  the  year  the  Council  took  steps  to  secure  the  demolition, 
closure,  or  repair  of  houses  in  the  lowest  category  as  and  when 
these  came  vacant.  Activity  in  this  field  has  resulted  in  a  total 
of  10  houses  being  closed  and  of  one  house  being  repaired  by  the 
owner  after  Statutory  Action  by  the  Council.  It  is  intended  to 
continue  with  this  policy  as  the  principal  instrument  in  securing 
the  elimination  of  the  totally  unfit  houses. 
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The  year  under  review  saw  increased  activity  in  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  Improvement  Grants  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949. 
During  the  year  8  applications  were  received  and  seven  of  these 
were  approved. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  collection  of  domestic  refuse  is  undertaken  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  district.  The  work  is  carried  out  by  a  contractor 
for  the  Council,  and  a  fortnightly  service  is  provided.  During 
the  year  the  arrangements  worked  smoothly  and  complaints  were 
few.  The  refuse  is  tipped  out  of  the  area  on  a  refuse  tip  controlled 
by  an  adjoining  local  authority. 

There  is  no  public  service  for  the  emptying  of  pail  closets 
and  cesspools  as  there  is  not  a  sufficient  number  of  these  in  the 
area  to  make  the  operation  of  a  vehicle  for  this  work  practicable. 


MILK  AND  OTHER  FOOD. 

The  bulk  of  the  food  consumed  in  the  area  is  sold  from 
shops  situated  outside  the  district  in  the  neighbouring  towns  and 
delivered  to  the  villages  by  motor  van,  and  travelling  shop. 

Most  of  the  shops  within  the  district  are  small  country 
village  general  stores. 

There  is  only  one  butcher’s  shop  in  the  area  and  no  slaughter¬ 
houses  are  in  operation  within  the  district. 

During  the  year  a  small  quantity  of  unsound  canned  food 
was  accepted  on  voluntary  surrender  and  destroyed. 

There  are  eleven  retailers  of  milk  in  the  area,  four  of  whom 
enter  the  district  from  dairies  situated  outside. 

In  1954  there  were  two  licensed  dealers  in  ice  cream  in  the 
area.  Both  of  these  deal  in  the  pre-packed  commodity  as  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  large  ice-cream  factors. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  Council’s  operator,  trained  in  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
methods,  continued  to  deal  with  all  complaints  of  infestation  as 
they  arose.  At  the  same  time  regular  inspections  were  made  of 
the  Council’s  sewage  works,  and  routine  treatment  carried  out 
in  all  sewers.  Where  it  has  been  necessary,  inspections  of  farm 
property  have  been  carried  out  and  instructions  given  for  any 
necessary  work  to  be  done. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948. 


Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


PART  1  OF  THE  ACT. 

1. — Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  the  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  o: 

Inspec- 
1  tions 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authorities 

4 

13 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers 
Premises) 

3 

12 

Total 

7 

25 

Nil 

Nil 

2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number 
which  de 
for 

cases  in 
fects  were 
ind. 

Found 

Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  .. 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) — 

— 

(a)  Insufficient  .  . 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including  offences 

— 

— 

relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

Totals 

2 

2 
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